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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ 9Ǿŀƴǎ лф пмс ттсл ǿŀǊǊŜƴŜǾŀƴǎϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎ Iǳƭƭ лнм-упф-лнс  ǎŎŎƴȊǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ WƻƘƴ  aƛƭǎƻƳ  ƧƻƘƴϪŜŀƎƭŜǊŀȅΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

aŀƎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ tƘƛƭ WƻǎŜǇƘǎ лнм фтн пфо ǇƘƛƭƧϪŀƎƛƭŜƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

/ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ {ŜŎ /ŀǊƭ tŀƳǇƭƛƴ лнт нлс смфл ŎŀǊƭΦǇŀƳǇƭƛƴϪǾƛǊǎŀŜΦŎƻƳ 

aŜƳōŜǊ tŀǳƭ 5ŀǾƛŜǎ  ŘŀǾƛŜǎΦƴȊϪȄǘǊŀΦŎƻΦƴȊ 

aŜƳōŜǊ  [ƛǎƘŀƴ 5Ŝ {ƛƭǾŀ  ƭƛǎƘŀƴŘŜǎƛƭǾŀннϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  

/ƭǳō /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ {ǘŜǾŜ 5ƻƳƛƎŀƴ лнм-фуо-рмн  ǎǘŜǾŜŘƻƳϪƻǊŎƻƴΦƴŜǘΦƴȊ 

²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ  ǎŎŎƴȊΦŎƻΦƴȊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκ{//b½ 

SPORTS CAR CLUB BADGE 
The Club still has a number of these very attractive badges depicting the Club logo, for sale to members.  The badges are cast in metal 

and are silver with a gloss black background.  The badges are self-adhesive on any flat surface and are approximately 70mm in diame-

ter.  Cost to members is a very reasonable $10 including postage. If you would like to purchase one of these very items, contact the 

Secretary at 021-849-026   or email at secretarysccnz@gmail.com  
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From The Editor 
Can some one tell  me where  summer went?  In November, I was looking forward to the new race season and sunny hot  days at the 

track and in April I am looking at the end of the season and still waiting for the sunny hot weather.  Despite these challenges and some 

unfortunate but necessary event cancellations the SCCNZ committee has still managed to provide  an exciting program through the  

òsummeró. These events including track days, Motorkhanas,. Grasskhanas and Autocross which have all  been well attended and serve 

as a great recruiting source for new members. If you want to keep up with whatõs happening and ensure you donõt miss out on the fun, 

please check our Facebook page for full details of  upcoming events and results.      

Coming from Karts, my own first competitive car event  was a SCCNZ Motorkhana on the North Shore.  Canõt  recall the date,  but  must   

have been 20 years ago and I was running my Lotus 7 turbo replica.  That  car was awesome for the Motorkhana with  heaps of power 

(nearly 300HP), light and nimble.  I  remember the  nerves as I lined up for my first run, Al  Martin flagged me away and I  have never 

looked  back since.   In many ways, I see that  friendly,  non-threatening entry into  motorsport one of the  key benefits of our club.  I 

look back now and laugh at how nervous I was before a Motorkhana, I  struggled to  sleep the night  before the event.  This has  helped 

me to understand how important it is to  create the right  environment to encourage club members to get involved behind  the wheel.  

The Motorkhana is the perfect start for anyone who wants to test their skills and their car in a safe and friendly environment.     

I canõt write about club level events without  recalling the Auckland Domain hill  climb.  That was an awesome event, now ruined by our 

anti-car Council. The  crowds were massive, lined up  10 deep all the way up the tree lined road, peering over grassy  banks to watch a  

huge variety of vehicles from single  seaters to rally  cars charge up lower domain drive, dodging lamp posts and kerbs as we weaved 

our way  precariously up the hill.  One year I  came  outright  4th place, tussling with Racing Ray Williams in his twin turbo  Porsche 911 

for 3rd, he just  piped me on the last run.    

I think its fair to say that I was lucky to  have raced through some great times for NZ motorsport. Unfortunately, we have lost a lot of 

venues and great events over the last 20 years.  Who  remembers Wings and Wheels at Whenuapai Airport?  We shouldn't forget Mt 

Wellington Kart Club track and the much lamented Pukekohe.  With the closing of Pukekohe there is now just one race car test day per 

month available in the Auckland region at Hampton Downs.  Of course there is always the Hampton Downs  GT membership just  

$15,000+gst  and additional  $5,000 per annum (+gst obviously!).    If you can afford this good luck to you, but for the  rest  of us, car 

racing is becoming increasingly unaffordable and unavailable.   

I know I am sounding like a sad  old git ñ guilty as charged!  But,  on the plus  side we have our precious club is still delivering quality 

events at affordable  prices. So  come along and join the fun,    

      

         

 

         

 

     

 

 



 

 

So  you want to  go racing?  - How  expensive is  Car RacingñReally?  

It  started with Playscape racing, 1979 London, England back when indoor kart tracks were a new thing.  Someone at  work organized 

an event and I went  along, my  only  previous  kart experience was Malaga beach in the sunny Spanish resort of Costa  packet.  Luckily   

Karts were new to everyone in our group and although I didn't win the day I  did get fastest lap and caught the bug.   I swapped  my  

motorbike for a kart and headed off to the local track Rye House (the same one that Lewis Hamilton raced at).  

Time passed and I ended up in Wellington NZ and as soon as I could afford it,  I bought  a kart and joined Kaitoke Kart Club where I re-

mained for about 8 years. Apart from tires and the occasional engine rebuild,  Kart racing at Club level was pretty affordable. I even 

managed to  avoid buying a trailer by putting the kart on a roof rack.  Club membership at Kaitoke entitled you to unlimited testing as 

members  were given a key to the track!   My biggest single expense was purchasing a brand new kart and engine which was  $7,000  

back in 2005.  Before that I had a succession of second hand karts, the last one was good enough for me to win the club championship.           

A new job in Auckland was a fresh start and I joined Mt Wellington Kart Club but never enjoyed the small tight track.  By that time I  had  

purchased  a small enclosed trailer, but as fate would have it, somebody needed it  more than me and the trailer, complete with kart 

spares and tools was stolen from my front garden.  Luckily the insurance paid out and I ended with about  $8,000.  As I didn't have a 

secure parking arrangement, I decided against just replacing everything but took the cash and decided to use it to buy a sportscar,  At 

that time I wasn't thinking about competition just a fun car for the weekends. Now $8K doesn't get you a lot but I was in no rush. Prob-

ably a year later, I was thumbing through a NZ  car magazine and spotted a Lotus 7  replica for sale in Christchurch for $12,000.  With 

a bit  of  arm twisting (begging) my wife  agreed I could buy it, so a deal was done, sight  unseen. I flew down to Christchurch to pick it 

up and drive it  home to Auckland.   I had  never  sat in a 7 before, and I didnõt quite realize what I was  taking on with that drive home.  

I am also  6ft 2 with size 11 feet, none of which  occurred to me as being a possible problem.  So,  when I finally arrived at the  owners  

address in Christchurch, it was a bit like the ugly sister trying to fit the golden slipper.  With a bit of wriggling, lashings of Vaseline and 

no shoes, I was able to  squeeze into the narrow cockpit and head home.  Fortune smiled on me as the weather remained dry the  en-

tire  journey. I canõt  say it was  enjoyable,  but I  made it,  and the car ran perfectly the whole way home. Toyota  4AGE reliability is  

legendary. 
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Months passed and I enjoyed the car, but I still  had that itch for some competition. I heard about track days at Pukekohe and 

drove down with wife and young family in tow for my first time on a race track. I went out did 10 laps or so and announced that it 

was impossible  for anyone to drive faster than my 1:32 secondñ my  best lap.  I was  convinced there was nothing left in the car.  

3 years later, the same car was achieving 1:14 and then after that, with the help of a turbo 1:08secs.  Whilst this was  going on, I  

joined SCCNZ because I had heard about the Clubman's series, a race series for kit cars and home built projects. To take part, I 

needed  a MSNZ license and to get that I  needed to  be a member of an affiliated car club. Plus most of the Clubman's series par-

ticipants were SCCNZ members so it all made sense.  From there, my car racing hobby began in earnest.  In those  days we had 

three NI tracks, HD was just a field in the Waikato. A  great  time was had  by all  for many years until cars like the Radical and the 

Juno appeared. These cars are essentially full wings and slicks race cars and they quickly cleaned, up relegating the humble Lotus 

7 replicas, Frasers and Redlines  to the back of the field. Understandably people  began to  leave the Series. Its just not fun when 

there is  a 10 second per lap speed differential and eventually the Clubman's series died.  That  left me with a road/race car and 

no  events.  Too slow to race with single  seaters, and too  fast to race with saloons, to dangerous to race in an open class.  The 7 

had to go.  I  sold the 7 to a buyer in Nelson for $12,000,  exactly what I  had  originally paid for it.   However,  It was now  powered 

by a 300HP turbo 4AGE  running on a Link ECU,  LSD, race seat and harnesses and a whole  lot of other bits adding up to around an 

additional $12,000 which was basically  written off .  Investing in race cars  is for fools, but at least I  had my  $12K to  spend on 

something else. That something was a BMW E30. I had  heard about the BMW E30 race  series. 


